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Marketplace background

Created as part of the 2010 Affordable Care Act (ACA), health insurance s are a source of coverage
for people whose income is too high for Medicaid, but don't have access to affordable insurance
through their employer. Last year, HPIO released a policy explainer on federal policy changes to the
federal health insurance. This data snapshot provides updated data on the impacts of those changes.

» ACA marketplace enrolilment drops in Ohio

In Ohio, marketplace enrollment was fairly low until 2021, when Congress passed the American
Rescue Plan Act, which included enhanced subsidies for ACA marketplace plans. The legislation
also increased income limits for these subsidies, making marketplace plans more affordable and
significantly increasing enrollment. Following the expiration of enhanced subsidies af the end of 2025,
161,000 fewer Ohioans are enrolled in the marketplace compared to last year. Even among those
who still selected a plan in 2026, many are now losing coverage due to missed premium payments.
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https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/our-work/publications/changes-to-the-federal-health-insurance-marketplace
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/how-the-american-rescue-plan-act-affects-subsidies-for-marketplace-shoppers-and-people-who-are-uninsured/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/how-the-american-rescue-plan-act-affects-subsidies-for-marketplace-shoppers-and-people-who-are-uninsured/
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2026/enhanced-aca-subsidies-drove-increased-marketplace-coverage

» ACA marketplace premiums increase

With the expiration of enhanced subsidies, premiums rose this year for nearly all marketplace
consumers. In addition, insurers in the marketplace increased premiums by an average of 18% in 2026,
cifing increases in the prices of health services and uncertainty about the future of the marketplace
insurance pool. Higher premiums are the main reason that marketplace coverage dropped
substantially in Ohio and around the country and premiums are expected to rise even more in 2027.

Average monthly marketplace premium after subsidy, by state, 2025 and 2026
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in every state this year. Ohioans
saw the 15th-highest jump,
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https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/
https://www.kff.org/public-opinion/a-follow-up-survey-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees/
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2027/

» Changes in marketplace enrollment and cost vary by county

Percent change in ACA marketplace enroliment from 2025 to 2026, by county
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Ohio counties with the largest marketplace premium increases from 2025 to 2026
Average premiums more than doubled from last year in 27 Ohio counties
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» Coverage changes to address premium increases

Many Ohioans who remain enrolled in marketplace coverage are opting for lower-cost bronze plans.
While these plans typically offer monthly savings on premiums, they also could lead to significant out-
of-pocket costs, including deductibles that can exceed $10,000 for family plans. People who select
bronze plans are also not eligible for subsidies for cost-sharing expenses such as deductibles and
co-payments. And even with the shift o bronze plans, far fewer Ohioans are enrolled in plans with
premiums below $10 per month in 2026.
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Other upcoming changes to ACA marketplaces

Provisions in the 2025 federal reconciliation bill HR 1also affect subsidized marketplace coverage,

including:

» Requiring verification of eligibility for premium tax credits before enrollment, including for
returning individuals (a change from previous years when returning enrollees have been auto
renewed in the same or similar plan during open enrolment)

* Restricting subsidized ACA marketplace coverage eligibility for certain immigrants, eliminating
eligibility for many lawfully present immigrants (including refugees, asylees and people with
Temporary Protected Status) beginning Jan. 1, 2027

¢ Categorizing individual marketplace bronze and catastrophic plans as high-deductible plans,
which have lower premiums and higher amounts of cost sharing, so that they can be paired
with health savings accounts

HPIO’s healthcare access and affordability in Ohio series
This series of HPIO publications includes data and analysis about the current challenges
facing working Ohioans and examines how recent policy changes, such as HR 1 (the
federal reconciliation bill) and HB 96 (the state budget bill) willimpact access to care and
affordability in Ohio.
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